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How do democratic and pluralistic societies cope with traumatic events in their past? What discursive 
strategies and taboos are employed in reconstructing wars, revolutions, torturing, mass killings and 
genocide in a way that makes their contradiction of basic human rights and values potentially invisible? 
The process of reconstructing history through narratives takes place in different domains of life and in a 
range of genres. Such narratives are frequently reproduced through political speeches, films, 
documentaries and schoolbooks. Moreover, they are also transmitted in the private spheres of families 
and across generations. This interdisciplinary volume analyzes in detail, for the first time, the traditional 
image(s) of the German Wehrmacht since 1945 and the debates in Austria and Germany surrounding 
two exhibitions about the war crimes of the Wehrmacht during World War II - exhibitions which have 
to be regarded as a major intervention in national historical narrative and 'myths' and which caused a 
huge range of political and media reactions, from scandals to critical reflection.  
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